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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA CORRIDOR TASK FORCE

Florida Governor Rick Scott created the East Central Florida Corridor Task Force throy
Executive Order signed on NovembgP013. Its purpose is to evaluate and develop conse
recommendations on future transportation corridors serving estadtidhetherging economic
activity centers in planning for portions of Brevard, Orange, and @scetiless (Figurgé). The

Task Force will involve stakeholders and the public as it develops its recommendations.

recognizes that wgllanned trangptation corridors can improve mobility and connectivity fi
people and freight, support economic development, promotquiiily development patterns
help preserve Floridanatural resources, and facilitate emergency evacuation and response.

The Task-orce is part of the broader Florida Future Corridors initiative, a statewide effort
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to plan for the future of major transports
corridors critical to the stéesconomic competitiveness and quafitife over the next 50 years
It is based on a threstep process that includes a Concept Study for a potential corridor study
a more detailed Evaluation Study for a corridor or segment within the study area; and more
decisions about gircular alignment(s) within a corridor through the Project Development
Environment Process.
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OVERVIEW OF THE COUNTRYSIDE IN THE EAST
CENTRAL FLORIDA STUD Y AREA

Introduction

This report provides an overviefnthe East Central Florida
Study Are@ countryside It is one of four that highlg 0 HOwSHALL WE GrOW? 6
each of the four themes éHow Shall We Grawthe THEMES® THE FOUR CS

shared regiongrowthvision for Catral Florida developed '

in 2007.The East Central Florida CorridaskForce will . Conservationd Enjoying Central
build upon that vision and other statewide, regional, Floridads mostd
local plans. lands, waters, air, and wildlife.
ThefiHow Shall We Growizion: . Countryside d Maintaining Central

FI ori dads heri't

Was developed through a brbaded, highly small villages

participatory 1-8nonth process that involvetbre than _ Centersd Hamlets, villagesywns
20,000 Central Floridians. and citie® a variety of places to
live, work, and play

Depicts what the regi@residents said they desire f
the futured a regiorfithat consumes less land, preser
countryside, eates more distinctive places to an
both rural and urban areas, and provides more chd
for how people travel.

Corridors 8 Connecting our region
with more choices for how people
and freight move

Forms the basis for the Central Florida Regional Growth Compact, a voluntary agreement signed |
representatigf the regiods 7 countes and 86 cities committing to continue regional cooperation to
implement the vision and its guiding principles.

Is core to theEast Central Florida 2060 Eh@nEast Central Florida Regional Planning Cé&uncil
Strategic Regional Policy Plahich is itended to implement the regional growth vision and the key
themes it promotes.

Has been incorporated by more thanttvirals of Central Florida local governments into updates of
comprehensive plans, policies, and other development practices.

Both theHow Shall We GrowSion and thd=ast Central Florida 2060 é&gphasize the importance of
maintaining the regi@ countryside and its heritage of agriculture and small vilBagsof these
documents, as well as local government comprehensive igldight Hhe roleof agriculture and other

rural industries, small towns and villages, recreational areas, and open space in supportiifg the regi
economy, quality of life, and environment.
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THE COUNTRYSIDE AND EASTCENTRAL FLORIDA & FUTURE

ol magi npel ace where 60l d FIl oridad far ms
Traditional communities maintain their character and heritage. Rural development is com

clear edges, and respects t hoenomynpPats df thenregier
still feel untouched by tHoeShalbBNeiGliwgr owt h
OA cornerstone of the Regional Vision is

viable option for a large portion of thee gi ond s undevel oped C
landowners, and farmers should work together to ensure that farming remains economi
environment aEdstfensgal Horida 206GRBiahpter. 1d, Adriculture)

Overview of East CentraFloridats Countryside

fiCountrysideis a woad term used iHow Shall We GrawPefer to the portion of Central Florsdand
area that neither demonstrates the characteristics of urban development nor is actively managed
conservation purposes. it broadest sense, the countryside would include:

Agricultural lands;

Other lands used for resoutiased industries such as forestry and mining;
Small towns, villages, and other settlements that display rural charaatedistics;
Other open space.

As agross estimate, the East Central Florida Stued{sAand cover can be roughiyided into three
categories: conservation, urbanized, and agricultural and other rural/coutdsismgi¢his definition,
about half of thetudy area could be considécede countryside.

Agriculture is the major countrysrd&ated economic activity in East Central Florida. Fighmend lands
currently in commercial agricultural use, as defined by Florida Statutes AB814&B1,000 acres, or 28
percent of thetudy area, are currentdycommercial agricultural use. More than 60 percent of this study
total land in commercial agricultural use is part of the Deseret Ranches, a large ranch in portions of Breve
Orange and Osceola counties owned by Farmlaad/&dsc. (see box). The second largest ranch in the
study area, with nearly 14,000 acres currently in commercial agricultural use, is the Cocoa Ranch, whic
owned by A. Duda & Sons, Inc. in wasttral Brevard County. Six additional ranches inl@$baunty

and one ranch in Brevard County comprise between 5,000 and 10,000 acres.

'Data as reported by county appraisersd offices, udddy 201
pri mar b o ya fafricudted purposes. This includes horticulture; floriculture; viticulture; forestry; dairy; livestock;
poultry; bee; pisciculture, if the land is used principally for the production of tropical fish; aquaculture, inclildiegszidac
farming; andall forms of farm products and farm production. Some of these lands are targeted for future urban or rural
development or for future conservation.
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Figure 2: Lands in Commercial Agricultural Use in the East Central Florida Study Area
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MAJORRANCHES IN THE EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA STUDY AREA

The largest ranch in the study area iD#seret Ranchesowned byFarmland Reserve, Inc., a
entity affiliated with the Church of Jesus Christ of ta@dieSaints. The Deseret Ranches compr
approximately 290,000 acres, primarily located in northeastern Osceola, southeastern Or
western Brevard counties. sAuthern portion of Deseret is located south of US 192 in Osg
County, outside of the study area.

Most of the Deseret Ranches was assembled in the 1950s. Deseret operates one of thedérg
ranches in the United States, with over 44,000a00Ws300 bulls organized in 14 cattle manager
units. It also operates more than 1,700 acres of citrus containing approximately 237,000 trees
on the southern portion of its property outside of the study area. Additional operatiorsasahgdé
land for sod production used in landscaping; harvesting timber including pine, cypress, a
producing row crops; and mining fossilized seashells for roadbed and othéor usese
information, sehttp://deseretranchflorida.com/

During he past few years Deseret Ranches has been working with Osceola County to begin
for the future of large portions of its landholdings. Aty master plan has been developed
the 19,000 acre Northeast District located close to the Orlataipational Airport and Lake
Nona/Medical City. Osceola Coumatyd Deseret amow preparing a lorigrm master plan for an
additional 130,000 acres on the oONorth Ra
intended to plan for and pegge regionally significant economic opportunities, natural resource
transportation  corridors at a landscape scdler more information, see
http://www.osceola.org/strategicinitiatives/2380010/north_ranch_sector_plan.cfm

The second largasinch in the study area is the Cocoa Ranch, which is owned by A.Duda & Sa
in westcentral Brevard County. This ranch was purchased in the 1940s and has been ecaifijo
operation as well as a producer of sod. In 1989, groundbreaking émcViexd, a master planne
community on a portion of the Cocoa Randiera is beingeveloped by The Viera Company,
wholly owned subsidiary of A. Duda & Sons, Inc.

The first development of regional impact (DRI) for Viera was approved for apetgx3080 acres
in 1992, expanding by 6,000 acres in 1995. The Viera Company received approval for the de
of West Viera on approximately 11,000 acres in 2009. Viera is a planned mixed use comm
integrates residential, retail, offiaght lindustrial, educational, medical, and recreation uses
supporting infrastructure. The town also has interconnected systems of open space tha
recreational opportunities and provide for the conservation of natural resources. The
appoximate acreage of the DRI is 20,500 acres. Over half of the land area in Viera wil
undeveloped as protected, managed land (for more information, see http://www.duda.com).
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These leyer ranches account for the majority of East Central Boadacultural lands. In 2082,
percent of Osceola Couddyfarmland was part of farms comprising more thaf a¢des, as was 80
percent of Brevard Coudyfarmland and 73 percent of Omar@ountgs. Statewide57 percent of
farmland is part of farms comprising more than 2,00 acres.

Despite the presence of these larger ranches, the majority of the farms in the study area are small:
percent of the farms in the three counties wesetHas 100 acres in size in 20TRese small farms
account for 2 percent of the total farmland in the three colnties

Several other ranches and agricultural operations located just outside the study area could require u
many of the same transportation facilities to access markets. The primary route for ranchers and farmer
Brevard, Orange, and Osceola countiesngipvoductsruns through the middle of the study area using
Florida Burnpike Interstate 4State Roaf2), State Roaf28, andnterstated5.

To the south of the study area, two such ranches are Kempfer Cattle Canighioyvns 25,000
acres in Brevard and Osceola coyrdies Platt Ranch in Brevard Coumtiiichowns approximately
4,000 acresA portion ofthe Platt Rancls approved for future development that will be located east
of where the ranch will be bisectedhay3t. Johns Heritage Parkway.

To the north of the study area in Brevard County is Farmton Tree Farm, ad®@,00@st timber
operation straddling Volusia and Brevard counties. Under thHertong6year plan for Farmton,
46,000 acres will be conser in perpetuity, and the remaining areas are planned for a range of distinct
centers.

Also just north of the study area are a number of significant agricultural operations, including close |
900 commercial nurseries and greenhouse producers, vakedly$dt.7 billion, in Orange County

north and west of4 near the city of Apopka aselveral large ranches in Seminole County. Examples
include Lee Ranch (approximately 3,000 acres) near the cities of Oviedo and Chuluota and tt
Yarborough Ranch (appnorately 8,000 acres) located in eastern Seminole County. Both ranches have
sold portions of their land to the St. Johns River Water Management District for conservation purpose
and then leased back the land for cattle grazing, a common fiset@stict currently has1200

acres of conservation lands leased for agriculture uses.

The total number of farms and the total acreage of farmland in the study area dedneptferipast five

years, in contrast to a slight increase stat@vaioles 1 and).2 The loss of 197 farms and 126,000 acres of
farmland during the past five years appears to reflect a variety of factors, including economic conditions a
population growth and associated urban developrivkrgt of the decrease in total farmland witihén

study area reflects decreases in the landholdings of the larger farms and heniciasacreage held by

farms with less than 1,000 acres increased in both Osceola County and Orange County during this peri
while dropping slightly in Brevardudty.

2U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture, 2012
3 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Censuagsfculture, 2012
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Table 1. Total Number of Farms

Brevard 470 555 531

Orange 862 901 825 662 (23.2) (19.8)
Osceola 485 519 381 365  (24.7) (4.2)
3-County Total 1,817 1,975 1,737 1,540 (15.2) (11.3)
Statewide Total 45,808 44,081 47,463 47,740 4.2 0.6

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture.

Table 2. Land in Farms

Brevard 276,573 187,57C  167,05¢  143,47C (48.1) (14.1)
Orange 175,017 146,637 136,086  132,48C (24.3) (2.7
Osceola 610,825 652,672  646,29C  547,05¢ (10.4) (15.4)
3-County Total 1,062,41° 986,437 949,437 823,00 (22.5) (13.3)
Statewide Total 10,659,77° 10,414,87° 9,231,57( 9,548,334 (10.4) 3.4

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture.

The majority of the farmland in the study area is ranchland, but there are significant croplands ar
timberlands as well (Figure 3).
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Figure 3

Current Agricultural Land Use

I8 Ranchland

I Cropland
.~ Timberland

Source: St. Johns River Water Management District, 2012; South Florida Water Management District, 2008
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This countryside plays an important role in the study aoeamomy, quality of life da@nvironment.
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Economic Contribution of the Countryside

The study arés countryside activities provide significant economic benefits, including:
i Direct and indirect jobs farms, foresf mines and related businesses

9 Wages and income for loeadrkers, landowners, and businesses; and

9 Purchase of local goods and services

The market value of agricultural products produced by farms in the three counties increased to $416 milli
in 2012 (Table 3)A total of 267 farms in the three counties predsaleof more than $100,0002012.

These farms with more than $100,000 in sales represent the core G Floméas, generally holding

large tracts of land that are managed to be as productive as Jdesbléarms are most likiegid by tle

same family, group of families operating companies through several generations of owhérhkige
includelarge, highly productive ranches such as the Deseret Ranch and the Cocoa Ranch, as well as a \
range of smaller produceM/ith moderntechnologies and land management techniques, smaller farmers
can be highly productive: in 2012, 297 Florida farms less than 100 acres in size reported sales of more
$1 millior?’

Table 3. Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, $ Millions

Brevard 38.0 42.2 46.7 46.0 . (1.5)
Orange 247.8 242.7 269.9 261.6 5.6 (3.1)
Osceola 88.8 64.9 90.9 108.6 22.3 19.5
3-County Total 374.5 349.8 407.5 416.3 11.2 2.2
Statewidd otal 6,137.8 6,242.3 7,785.2 7,701.5 25.5 (1.2)

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture.

4U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture, 2012
5 Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services analysis.
6 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture, 2012
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Table 4 summarizes theconomiccontributions of agricultural, other natural resources, and related
manufacturingand distributionindustries to the Easte@tral Floridacounties in 2011.The primary
countryside industrigscrop, livestock, forestry, and fishery production; agricultural inputs and services;
mining; and natwieased recreatiahaccounted for more than 38,000 jobthe three counties in 2011.
Related food processing and forest product manufacturing and distribution industries acceunted for
additional 175,000 jobs in the three counties. Collectively, these iadgsuigeddr more than $10.6

billion in valleadded impacts, $1.1 billion in business tax impacts, and $5.7 billion in domestic anc
international exports.

Table 4. Economic Contributions of Agriculture, NaturaldReseurces, and Related Food
Industries in East Central Florida Counties, 2011

Crop, Livestock, Forestry & Fisheries 1,278 4,327 1,385
Production

Agricultural Inputs & Services 4,255 22,045 2,977
Mining 224 400 375
NatureBased Recreation 282 371 121
Primary Countryside Industries 6,039 27,14¢ 4,858
Food & Kindred Products Manufacturir 564 8,414 469
Food & Kindred Products Distribution 28,199 118,86E 16,784
Forest Products Manufacturing 140 1,231 124
Related Manurfacturing and 28,905 128,51¢ 17,377
Distribution Industries

Total Employment Impacts 34941 155,68 22,235
(Rank Among 67Counties) (15) 3) (24)
Total Value Added Impacts, $ Millions $1,398 $8,306 $985
(Rank among 67 Counties) (15) 3) (25)
Total Indirect Business Tax Impacts, $202 $822 $107
$ Millions (Rank among 67 Counties) (11) (6) (23)
Domestic and International Exports, $180 $5,058 $506
$ Millions (Rank among 67 Counties) (43) (5) (30)

Source: Food and Resource Economics Department, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Fooc
Sciences, University of Hoddamic Contributions of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Food
Industries in Florida in 2011
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Major agricultural products of the East Central Florida counties include:

Citrus. Osceola County is the staté1" largest producer of citrus, with nearly 3.5 million boxes in
crop year 2012012, primarily oranges. Orange County and Brevard County also rank among the toy
20 counties statewide, with 1.2 million and 0.6 million boxes per year, respectively.

Cattle. Osceola County is the stat& largest producer or cattle and calves, with an estimated 100,000
head in as of January 1, 2013. Brevard County and Orange County rank among the top 30 statewi
with 28,000 and 10,700 head in 2013, respettively.

Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, and sod.East Central Florida is an important producer of plants
and sod for landscaping in Florida and other stBtedda ranked®lamong the states for sod area
harvested in 2012, with Osceola County ranKiagn8ng Florid@ counties.Orange County ranked

8" nationwide for the value of sales in nursery, greenhouse, floriculture? and sod.

The study area also is a source of timber from palm, cypress, palm, and @hdrarsasce of seafood

and other mame products Additional products include thening ofseashells and other materials that can

be used for construction purpasés farmers diversify into new products, such as those associated with
renewable energy, other crops may become more agrafier time.Appendix 1 includes profiles of
agricultural activity in each county developed by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consume
Affairs based on the 2012 U.S. Census of Agriculture and other sources.

The economic impact of agricultadl other resourgeoduction in the region extends beyond the farms
ranchlandsmines, and forestsm which they were produced to include agricuklated businesses and
businesses that rely on natural resource inputs in thésregiam areas. gtire4 shows the geographical
clustering of agricultural and natural resource processing businesses in the areas to the west and north o
Orlando International Airport. This area is a principal manufacturing and warehousing center in Eas
Central Flada, due in part to access to existing rail and interregional highway facilities, as well as the
cargo services at Orlando International Airport. Businesses related to agriculture and food processing
bepart oflong supply and distribution chatimat rely on efficient and reliable connections to domestic and
international markets provided by major transportation corridors and the airports andirsdaqsirts
Central Florida and beyon8ome business@s particular those in forestry, wood, pager processing,

rely on inputs from forests north and west of the study area.

Finally, while more difficult to measure, the studgsdeda@s, riverand other recreational areas and open
spaces are an important draw to visitors from around thednarldctivity that is likely to increase with
the development of more trails and improved access to recreational areas.

7 Florida Department of Agriculture andn€amer Servicdslorida Agriculture by the Nugtiss
8 Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Seivioada Agriculture by the NugtiSs
9 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture, 2012
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Figure 4: Businesses with More than 50 Employees Involved in the Production or Processing
of Agricultural, Forestry, and Related Products

N

Source: InfoGroup
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