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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA CORRIDOR TASK FORCE 

Florida Governor Rick Scott created the East Central Florida Corridor Task Force through an 
Executive Order signed on November 1, 2013.  Its purpose is to evaluate and develop consensus 
recommendations on future transportation corridors serving established and emerging economic 
activity centers in planning for portions of Brevard, Orange, and Osceola Counties (Figure 1).  The 
Task Force will involve stakeholders and the public as it develops its recommendations.  Its work 
recognizes that well-planned transportation corridors can improve mobility and connectivity for 
people and freight, support economic development, promote high-quality development patterns, 

help preserve Florida’s natural resources, and facilitate emergency evacuation and response. 

The work of the Task Force supports the broader  Future Corridors planning process, a statewide 
effort led by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to plan for the future of major 

transportation corridors critical to the state’s economic competitiveness and quality of life over the 
next 50 years.  It is based on a three-step process that includes a Concept Study for a potential 
corridor study area; a more detailed Evaluation Study for a corridor or segment within the study 
area; and more specific decisions about particular alignment(s) within a corridor through the Project 
Development and Environment Process.  

Figure 1:  East Central Florida Study Area 

 
Source: Florida Department of Transportation. 

 



 Overview of Conservation Initiatives in the East Central Florida Study Area 
DRAFT 

Page 2  May 2014 

OVERVIEW OF CONSERVATION INITIATIVES IN THE 
EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA STUDY AREA 

Introduction 

This report provides an overview of the many conservation 
and ecosystem planning initiatives that are located in or 
relate to the East Central Florida Study Area.  It is one of 

four that highlight the themes of ñHow Shall We Grow?,ò the 
shared regional growth vision for Central Florida developed 
in 2007 (see box to the right).  The East Central Florida 
Corridor Task Force may build upon that vision and other 
statewide, regional, and local plans. 

The ñHow Shall We Grow?ò vision: 

¶ Was developed through a broad-based, highly 
participatory 18-month process that involved more than 
20,000 Central Floridians. 

¶ Depicts what the region’s residents said they desire for 

the future – a region “that consumes less land, preserves 
more precious environmental resources and natural countryside, creates more distinctive places to live in 

both rural and urban areas, and provides more choices for how people travel.” 

¶ Forms the basis for the Central Florida Regional Growth Compact, a voluntary agreement signed by 

representatives of the region’s 7 counties and 86 cities committing to continue regional cooperation to 
implement the vision and its guiding principles. 

¶ Is core to the East Central Florida 2060 Plan, the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council’s 
Strategic Regional Policy Plan, which is intended to implement the regional growth vision and the key 
themes it promotes.  

¶ Has been incorporated by more than two thirds of Central Florida’s local governments into updates of 
comprehensive plans, policies, and other development practices. 

Conservation and Ecosystem Planning Initiatives In or Relating to 
East Central Florida 

At least 20 local, regional, state, and federal conservation and ecosystem planning initiatives have been 
developed or are under development in the three-county study area (see box on following page).  A full 
inventory of these initiatives is included in Appendix A to this paper.  The inventory underscores the 
significant number of environmental resources in the region and the wide range of conservation initiatives 
underway to protect those resources. It also highlights the importance of the Seven Jewels of Central 

“HOW SHALL WE GROW?” 

THEMES:  THE FOUR CS 

 ̧ Conservation – Enjoying Central 
Florida’s most precious resources – 
lands, waters, air, and wildlife. 

 ̧ Countryside – Maintaining Central 
Florida’s heritage of agriculture and 
small villages. 

 ̧ Centers – Hamlets, villages, towns, 
and cities – a variety of places to 
live, work, and play. 

 ̧ Corridors – Connecting our region 
with more choices for how people 
and freight move. 
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Florida (Figure 2) as a regional landscape vision of the green spaces and blueways that Naturally Central 

Florida calls the “‘must save’ places with regional, national, (and in some cases) global and economic value 

that benefit Florida and the Nation.”1  

The Seven Jewels 

The Seven Jewels were identified through Naturally 
Central Florida, a regional planning effort to protect 
and sustain the exceptional ecosystems of Central 
Florida that was sponsored by myregion.org and the 

University of Central Florida’s Metropolitan Center 
for Regional Studies.  Collectively they offer a shared 
regional vision of what the 2005 report Naturally 
Central Florida:  Fitting the Pieces Together describes as 

the “seven critical ecosystems within Central Florida, 
each unique in ecological value and contribution to 

the prosperity of our region.”  Although the Jewels 
are the focus of numerous conservation initiatives, 
they are not yet fully protected.  Three of the Jewels 
are located in the East Central Florida Study Area:  
the St. Johns and Econlockhatchee Mosaic, northern portions of the Indian River Lagoon, and important 
connections to the Greater Kissimmee Prairie.  

Observations and Common Themes 

The inventory of conservation initiatives underscores the area’s importance for: 

¶ Providing habitat for a variety of federal- and state-listed species and connecting conservation lands in 
south Florida to the rest of the state, which is important, for example, for panther recovery and 
expanding and connecting Florida black bear subpopulations as they move from south to north.  The 
area is a priority in multiple national, state, and regional landscape-scale conservation initiatives, 
including those described on page 5. 

¶ Managing, restoring, and protecting water resources, including the Everglades (the Kissimmee Basin 
forms the headwaters of Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades), the Upper St. Johns River Basin, the 
Econlockhatchee River, and the Indian River Lagoon ecosystem. 

¶ Maintaining, restoring, and enhancing the natural systems connectivity that is an essential ingredient in 

keeping the region’s fragile ecosystems healthy and functioning, and requires a holistic large landscape-
scale approach to retaining that connectivity (a theme underscored by the East Central Florida 2060 
Plan).  The importance of connectivity is also the focus of the 2013 Florida Ecological Greenways 
Network (Figure 3).  The network map identifies the areas that, when connected, could create a  
statewide network of conservation lands and wildlife corridors essential to supporting large landscape-
scale ecological functions. 

                                                      

1 Naturally Central Florida:  Fitting the Pieces Together, 2005, University of Central Florida and myregion.org. 

THE SEVEN JEWELS  

“In a regional context, this conservation 
strategy also serves as a growth management 
tool.  By identifying a finite set of primary 
ecosystems that are deemed too valuable to 
lose, regional planners can determine where 
and how to locate new growth to minimize 
harm and provide greatest protection to 
those key landscapes.”  (Naturally Central 
Florida:  Fitting the Pieces Together, 2005) 
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Figure 2:  The Seven Jewels of Central Florida  

 

Source: http://www.myregion.org. 
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Conservation of natural resources is integral to and called for in local plans. Natural resources conservation is 
addressed in the comprehensive plans for each of the three  study area counties, and each has conservation 

programs in place. Examples include Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered Lands Program, Orange 

County’s Green PLACE Program, and Osceola County’s Environmental Lands Conservation Program.  

Examples of city initiatives include:  the Shingle Creek Regional Trail, which is being developed through 
cooperation between the cities of Kissimmee and Orlando and Osceola and Orange counties; the City of 

Orlando’s Southeast Sector Plan, which includes a primary conservation network preserving an 

interconnected system of wetlands, uplands, and wildlife corridors; and is the City of Melbourne’s 2013 

annexation of 1,829 acres west of I-95 to create a protective greenbelt for Lake Washington, the city’s 
primary surficial source of drinking water. 

Figure 3:  Critical Florida Greenway Network Linkages for the East Central Florida Study Area 

 

Source: Office of Greenways and Trails, Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
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FEDERAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL CONSERVATION PLANNING INITIATIVES IN THE EAST 

CENTRAL FLORIDA STUDY AREA 

 ̧ Cooperative Conservation Blueprint – 
provides a voluntary, incentive-based, 
ecosystem services-based approach to planning 
at a landscape scale. 

 ̧ Critical Lands and Water Identification 
Project (CLIP)– is based on a GIS database 
of statewide conservation priorities for a broad 
range of natural resources.  CLIP resources in 
the study area, include locations important for 
Federal and state listed species, Florida panther 
recovery, and expanding and connecting 
Florida’s black bear subpopulations. 

 ̧ Florida Ecological Greenways Network – 
identifies the areas that, when connected, 
could create a statewide network of 
conservation lands and wildlife corridors to 
maintain large landscape-scale ecological 
functions.  Potential linkages in the study area 
include the linkages from the Three Lakes and 
the Bull Creek Wildlife Management Areas to 
the Tosohatchee Wildlife Management Area and 
the Upper St. Johns River conservation areas 
and the Econlockhatchee River.   

 ̧ Florida Forest Service – manages over one 
million acres of state forests that, in or near the 
study area, include the Charles H. Bronson and 
Holopaw State Forests. 

 ̧ Florida Wildlife Corridor – seeks to protect 
and restore a functional ecological corridor 
from the Everglades to Georgia, including a 
portion of the study area between the 
Kissimmee River and St. Johns River 
watersheds that provides potential ecological 
connections between conservation lands in 
south Florida and the rest of the state. 

¶ U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service’s Florida National Scenic Trail – 
will showcase Florida’s biodiversity, history, and 
culture over a 1,300 mile trail, including a  
segment that runs through the Tosohatchee 
Conservation Management Area. 

¶ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Everglades 
Headwaters National Wildlife Refuge and 
Conservation Area – established a 150,000-acre  

 

refuge and conservation area to conserve the 
natural resources and rural way of life in the 
Kissimmee River Valley.  The study area contains 
the northeast portion of this refuge, including the 
Prairie North Conservation Focal Area.  

 ̧ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Peninsular 
Florida Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative – provides a partnership- and 
science-based approach to conservation at the 
landscape scale throughout much of the 
Florida peninsula. 

 ̧ Central Florida Water Initiative – is a project 
of the St. Johns River, South Florida, and 
Southwest Florida water management districts. 
It involves the development of a unified 
Central Florida water supply plan as part of the 
goal to provide a uniform approach for water 
management.  

 ̧ East Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council Natural Resources of Regional 
Significance (NRORS) – identifies natural 
resources or systems of natural resources that are 
regionally significant and should be protected. 

 ̧ South Florida Water Management District   
is responsible for managing and protecting 
water resources in all or portions of 16 
counties.  Resources in the study area include 
the Kissimmee Basin, the headwaters of Lake 
Okeechobee and the Everglades, and the 
Upper Lakes Management Area, which 
includes the Shingle Creek and Reedy 
Creek Projects. 

 ̧ St. Johns River Water Management District – 
covers 12,283 square miles (about 23 percent) of 
northeast and east central Florida. Resources in 
the study area include the Upper St. Johns River 
Basin and the river’s headwaters, the 
Econlockhatchee River, and the northern portion 
of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 ̧ The Nature Conservancy Northern 
Everglades Initiative – focuses on restoring 
the natural flow of the Everglades and 
helping protect land in the Greater 
Everglades Ecosystem. 
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Implications for the East Central Florida Task Force and Study Process 

The Task Force could consider the following suggestions as it begins its work: 

¶ Start with understanding the planning issues related to protecting the long-term health of the Seven 
Jewels, both those located within the study area, as well as  those not in the study area that could be 
impacted by actions in the study area.  An emphasis includes  preventing the fragmentation of regional 
ecosystems and corridors that are needed for wildlife habitat and other ecological functions. 

¶ Obtain input from regional stakeholders on the relative importance of different types of resources 
beyond the Seven Jewels to use as guidance when making recommendations about the locations of 
corridors as well as future economic centers. 

¶ Provide recommendations for future planning and development of transportation corridors in a manner 
that protects and, where feasible, restores the function and character of the natural environment and 
avoids or minimizes adverse environmental impacts.  

¶ Work at the larger landscape scale and over the long term to identify opportunities to advance mutual 
goals.  For example, the Task Force could recommend strategies to advance long-term preservation of 
land for transportation corridors and ecosystem connectivity at the same time.  The Task Force also 
could consider innovative practices such as regional mitigation banks that facilitate large-scale 
environmental stewardship activities.  

 


